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PnEFACE

The Dream Giver rs made up of ru.o pa::.

Part r is "The Parable of the Dream L,-- .

the story of Ordinary a Nobody \r ho L-a\ . )

Familiar to pursue his Big Dream. The p-:.-
Ordinary on the journey to his Drearn -f .. ,

introduce you to the big ideas I 11.sn1 1.r 1, ,.

flext section.

Palt t is called "The ]ourne). to \iri^r I 
_:

will serve as your Dream Coach in thesc :.,:

)'ou to problem-solve and to reach tbr r .:: -

breakthroughs. 'fhis section is designcc .

along the journey toward your Dream F- . .
help, I invite you to visit wwwTheDre ,,- - --

where you will find creatile, inter:rctj" c : - ,

people pursuing their Dream.

In choosing a parable to teach abt i-: - :

to follow in a long and honored tradrrr,-, . 
j

important life principles through a sinl.. ,

Lewis andTheChronicles of Narnia. tor e r..:.- -

Bunyan and nilgrimi Progress, And s h.. --- .

parabies of the Good Samaritan ani r: r ,

For communicatingl truth to people .-- . , '

cultures, the parable just mar-be the 1--'. - :i l
teaching tool available.

If yotL read The Prayer of labe:. \ LrLi :r- .. -
Old Gstament man who refused ttr sc - - :

f) o you believe every person on earth was born with a

f,/ anu^for his or her lifef

No matter u,,here I travel in the world whether

among hard-charging Manhattan urbanites or villagers in

southern Africa I have yet to find a person tvho didnt

have a dream. They may not be able to describe it. They

may have forgotten it. They may no longer believc in it.

But it's there.

I call this universal and porverfrrl longing a Big

Dream. Like the genetic code that describes your unique

passions and abiiities, your Big Dream has been woven

into your being from birth. You're the only person with a

Dream quite like yours.

And 1,ou have it for a reason: to drarn, you toward the

kind of life you were born to love!

Welcome to my new book, The Dream Giver, apractical

and innovative guide to achieving your Big Dream.
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THE DRf,AM GIVER

desperately rvanted to break out of the confining

circumstances and expectations he had been born into. So

he cried out to God for blessing, for larger bordcrs, and

for the po\yer and protection to go with them. And God

said t'es.

If vou Pralr lip" that, 1,our life will change. God will
erpand 1'our borders. He will movc your life in a direction

u here \-ou can thrive, but also where ),ou'11 facc greater

challenges than yil1'ys ever faced beforc.

In this book, I call this direction His Dream for 1,ou.

Er,'ery Dreamer soon learns that thc road to the

future,r,ou really want is clogged with Dream-

threatening obstacles. That's why so man)/ turn back. But

x,.hat many don't realize and what i missed for years

is that each obstacle is also an important opportuniry. The

obstacles come in a predictable sequence, and each for a

very promising reason.

The better 1,ou understand the journey to \/our

Dream and what God is doing in 1.our life, the less lil<elv

)'ou are to abandon 1.our Dream.

So let me ask: Did you have a dream as a child that

vou lost along the way? Do you have a drcan-r right now

that seems impossible to pursue? Do you feel like God

forgot to e\.en give you a Big Dream? Or are,l'ou pursuing

1-our dream, but expcriencing setback after setbackl

If rour answer to any of these questions is 1,cs, then

this book is for 1,sllt Please join me for the jor,rrney of
your life

May your heart sing as )rou embrace r. i-=

created to be and do.

Warmly

llruceWilkinson

J oh ann e sb ur g S o uth Afr i c a
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feeling that something big was missing from his life. Or
maybe the feelingwas thathewas missing from something

big. He wasn't sure.

The litde feeling grew And even though NoboCies in
Familiar didn't generally expect the unexpected, Ordinary

began to wish for it.

.S,

Time passed. Then one morning Ordinarywoke up

with these words echoing in his mind: Whatyoulremissing

you alrealyhave...

Could it bef Ordinary looked and looked. And then

he &scovered that in a small corner of his heart lay a Big

Dream. The pig Dream told him thathe, a Nobody was

made to be a Somebody and destined to achieve Great

Things.

Jumping out of bed, Ordinary discovered

somethiflg else-a long white feather resting on the sill

of his window. Where did it come from? What did it
meanf With a jolt of excitement, Ordinary decided

he'd been visited by the Dream Giver.

Novr Ordin ary hadheard rumors of various

Nobodies in Familiarwaking up to a Big Dream. But he

had never imagrned that it could happen to him.

He rushed to get dressed, his Big Dream beating

brighdy in his chest. He couldn't wait to get to his Usual

Job and tell Best Friend the news.

But on his way to work Ordinary reaTizedhe had a

problem. His Big Dream was foo big for a Nobody like

ORDINARY EMBRACES HIs BIG

Ordinary He would be embarrassed to tell ar

Best Friend would probably laugh.

Still, Ordinarywas too excited to keep hi
himself As soon as he saw Best Friend he bh

the news: "The Dream Giver gave me a Big I

was made to be a Somebody and destined to
Great Things!"

Best Friend looked surprised, but he didn
"That's very...big" he said. "But if I were vou- I

talk about this Dream ofyours too much- Nd
around here might take you for a fool."

Ordinary didn't waxt to look like a fool S

he kept his Big Dream to himseH

"S.

Day after day, Ordrnary showed up at his Lsr
while he worked, he thought about his Drear
thought about howwonderfrrl itwould be to,
loved to do instead of just dreaming about it

Ordinary's longing for his Big Dream grer

until finally he realized that hed never be hry
could pursue it. Why didn't the Dream Gir-er

possible?

If the Dream Giver didnt, how could ffiir
leave Familiar? He had payments and openses

regular duties. A lot of Nobodies courrted on hir

things.

Ordinary felt completely stuck Trme pass

nothing changed.
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He began to hate his Usual Job. This isnt what I was made

to do,he'd say to himself I justknou,itt

After a rvhile, he began to \ ,'orry that ma1,be he

hadn't received a Big Drcam after all. Ma1.be hed just

made it a1lup.

And he grew sadder by the day

.S.

One evening after work, Ordinary \,vent to his Parents' to

watch the box. But thcir box was brokcn. so the house

was very quiet. It was even more quiet bccause his Mother

was out shopping at Farniliar Foods

In the quietness, Ordinary starrcd to think about his

Dream again. He looked over ar his Father sitting in his

reclinet staring at the single page of ruobodyi Nei,l,s. Mrl,b"
/re could help.

"Father" said Ordinarl: "Iin grorving sadder b1. the day

I don't like my Usual Job anlrmore. In frct. I think I hatc it."

Father looked up. "That's terriblcl" he said. "What

happened?"

Before he could stop himself Ordinaq,started talking

about the Dream Givet and about his Big Dream. "l was

made to be a Somebody and achier,-e Great Thingsl" he

said. And then he told his Father the Nanre of his Drcam.

As he spoke, his voice trembled. He uas sure that his

Father would laugh or call him a fboi.

But his Father didn't. "I'm not surprised to hear y.otr

say thcse things," hc said.

ORDINARY EMBRACEs H

"You're notf" said Ordinary
"No," his Father said. "Youve had that D-re

since you were little. Don't you rememberi \-o

build that same dream with sticks and mud in
this veryhouse."

Then Ordinary dil rernember. Hed c/nu1s I

Dreaml It was what hed always wanted to do- :

hed always thought he'd be good at doing

His eyes filled with tears. "Father," he said

wasborn to do this."

.Sr

Ordinary arrd his Father sat together quieth. I
seemed to be remembering something. too- -{
he asked, "When you woke up to your Big Dr,
did you happen to find...a feather?"

Ordinarywas shocked. "How did rou kno'

asked.

'A long time ago, I woke up to a Drearn- tr

Father said. "And it came with a long xtrite te
was a wonderfi.rl Dream. I kept the feather on

windowsill while I waited for a chance ro plus

waited and waited. But it never seemed por.rh

day I noticed the feather had nrned to du-sr-=

Of all the sad words Ordinary had erer ht
were the saddest.

Before he left that night, his Father huggo
"Don't make the same mistake I did, Son= he

don't have to stay a Nobody You can be a Dre



..irruEarcl E 39 uEf no dPogoN E,furs ol e^Erl l,uoP

no ,, 
'PrES Jrl ..'uos 'PIP I e{ElsIuI JLUES aql elEu l.uocl,,

'urrq pa88nL[]ultEJ sIr{'tq8ru tetlt Urlrq aroJrg
'tsrPPES Jrll aJa,(

aseql 'prEeq re e prq fueurp.rg spro \ pES aIIt IIE JO

..'lsnp o1 prurnl PErl rsqtEal agr pe:rrou 1 .,(ep

auo "'elgrssod paruaas Jaleu lr tnfl pJ}IE. A. pur pelreAt

1 ]r ens;nd ot eruerll E JoJ petlp..{\ I JIIqa lls,ttopult\
.,(ur uo rrLItEg aqr rdal I 'LuEarCJ 

Iryrrpuo.t\ E sE\\

U rrrltea3 aln{a 3uo1 r qtl&\ eruel rl pu\.,, pIES rJtllEJ

slrl ..'oot 'ruEJJC e or dn JIo.^A I 'o8e ault 3uo1 y,

PelsE
aq ..i,&\olr)I no,{ prp ,\\oH,, 'Pe)Iroqs se.,t.Lrrurp-rg

..irrLlteg E"'pul1 or ueddeg no,( pp
'uos 'ruerrg 3rg -rno,( ot dn a1o.,vr. nod uaq16,, 'prlse rtl

alq,^A E lruv oot 'Surqtauos Suuaqturturr eg ol prruers

reqlel srpl dparnb raqtaSor tes reqtE{ slrl pue,{-reurp-rg

.S,

,, sltll oP ol u.tog ser\\

I {uql L,'PIES ll ,,'r3r1181,, s.Itel I{}1..^u\ 
Pa[5 se,(e sry1

'8urop re poo8 eq p.eq rq8noqr s,te.up paq

terl.^A puE 'op or prluE{ . sdr.np p.er{ terl/\\ sE.&{ 1I iurEr;g
sFI puq slomyt p,a11'rrgrulrrr ptp tr:r-:u;ptql urtlJ

.,'Jsnoq,fuaa. snp

Jo 1uo5 ur Pntll PUE S)llrts q1r.4 ruBsrP rruEs lErll PImg
ol p3sn no1 iJequeua.r nol t.uocl aptrl alJ,^A nod a:sts

.ra^e ruErrc rBqt PErl e^,no ,, PrES reqlEJ slq *'oN,,
fueurpr6l plES ,.<tou rr,nol,,

L t r\vluC atg srTI sflyEsr\f a)ryNrulrO

?r-ES rq.-S&

nod rcaq ol pesr.rd-rns rou ur.I. f.uprp raFE
'loo; e uryl IIE: ro r$irq 1

srq leq] eJns s&K 3H 'Pslgtllan Jflo-l.s_rq

'urEerc srqJo arUEN arp rrrfrEJ s.rq plol aq u;

ag ..;s8urul learC alerrpe pue,{poqatuo5

set.t L, 'rrrEeJC 3tg st l moge prre:a,uc tuea

3upler pauels l-reurp:g flosumr dors ppo::

rer!v\. 'PIES aq ..ielqrrral s.tEr[. 'd. pr{o

..'tI arell I 1rr.np I 'Dg uI arourdue go{ prs51 -t

dep egr dg "rappes 3ur,,r,ror8 ur.1,, ifuetnpro pF

agdeyq 'sma67;lyoqoy1;o a8ed aprns arp re Eu

sry ur SurDrs JerpEC srq te JaAo palool JH -

slr1 tnoge >[Lr.rq] 01 peuBls d-rernprg 'ssarnrn

'spooJ rEI[rurE{ re turd,

Jarlloy{ srq JSnEfJg larnb a.rour ue,\e se-rr ]I f;
asnoq aql os 'ualoJg sE 4.xog naqr rng r

ot .sluered srg ot tue/ .I-reurprg 1go"t raqe I

.s,
dep arp dg rappes.nal

-d

rsnf p.aq aqdeyq 'lTE reUE rrrEerq ftg e pa

aq egderu reql Lrrom or ue8eq Jg'aF+

itt tutoul$n[r J:lrsrrq a
?ppw sptt l lplyw tust slg'qo[ Irnsn srq arug or r



I8 THT DREAM GIVf,R

.S.

When Ordinary got iiome, he went straight to the

windorv and picked up thc long rvhite feather He turned

ir over carefully in his hands. F{e thought aborrt his Father

and the Dream hed left behind.

Then he had a surprising idea. Could it be that ma,vbe

thc Dream Giver gave every Nobody a Dream, but onl1,

some embraced their drearns? And even ferner pursued

theml

Thc rnole he thought about it, the more he thought it
had to be tme

One thing Ordinary did know for sure. He didn't

want to repeat his Father's mistake. He u,otrldn't waste

another da1, *;rtrrt for his Dream to seem possible. He

uould Find e war to pursue it.

_S,

-firne 
passed Ordinaryworked hard on his plan to begin

his Dream. He made hard choices. I{e made difficult

changes. I le even made big sacrifice s.

Fina11y, one morning, he was read1.

Ordinan, r'an all the wa1, to his Usua.l loh his Dream

pounding hard in his chest. As soon as he sar,v Best

Friend, Ordinary blurted out the news: "That Big Dream

I told 1,ou about I've decided to pursue it!"

Best Friend looked concerned. "You know as well as

I do that Nobodies rnho pursue therr Dteams learre

Familiar" he said. "They. set off like fools irrto the

ORDINARY EMBRACES HIs BI.]

Unknown, in search of a place where-"
"Yes, yes, I know" Ordinarybroke in, -an,

wait to get started!"

"But Ordinary thxjourney is anything br

or safe. Whyleave Familiar? ICs so comfortab

besides, you ve alwarys lived here."

"I've thought about allthat, too," said Orc

my Big Dream is too importantaadtoo $-on(

miss."

Best Friend shook his head. 'So 1'oure goi

become a Dreamer," he said.

"I am aDreamer!" answered Ordinan. 'To

going to tell my Boss that I m leaving mv L-suai

Tomorrow I will begin my journey He1: Best F

added Ordinary eagerly 'you can have mr redi

boxl"

Arrd with that, Ordinary walked arr-ar. hu

tune that hed never heard before.
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